REL 3620 Selected Topics/Readings in
Philosophy

This course will study a selection of classical literature from the
main streams of Chinese philosophy, especially those concerned
with Confucianism, Daoism and/or Chinese Buddhism. The
course will focus upon specific texts selected from the areas (e.g.
Daoism). In studying the selected texts, emphasis will be given
to the examination of the philosophical ideas and problems
related to the texts. This is an advanced course. Students without
adequate background should consult the course instructor before
enrolment.

(3,2,1)

REL 3630 Selected Topics/Readings in
Christian Studies

This course is a study of primary texts of major theological
thinkers and/or ecclesiastical documents. The texts to be studied
in detail may cover one or more periods of history (e.g. the
Patristic Period, the Middle Ages, the Reformation or the Post-
Enlightenment Period), or focus on one or more theologians or
themes. This is an advanced course. Students without adequate
background should consult the course instructor before enrolment.

(3,2,1)

REL 3770 Religion and Ideology 3,2,1)
This course introduces students to the concept of ideology and
its significance for the understanding of religion in the modern
world. Through the particular example of Marxist critique of
religion as ideology, the classical formulation of the concept of
ideology is introduced. The validity and nature of this critique
will then be considered. Religion’s response to the critique will
then be examined. Religion’s critique of ideology as quasi-religion
will also be discussed. Various modern ideologies will then be
surveyed and their inherent strength and weakness will be set out
in contrast with traditional religions. This is an advanced course.
Students without adequate background should consult the course
instructor before enrolment.

REL 3780 Religions in Northwestern China
Today

This course, which is supplemented by a summer study tour,
enables students to explore the various religious traditions in
contemporary mainland China. Its specific focus is on religious
diversity in the northwestern part of China. The primary way
this is done is to begin with a general understanding of Chinese
religions including Confucianism, Daoism, Buddhism, Islam,
Protestant and Catholic Christianity, and “Popular Religion”.
Particular attention will be paid to sociological and ethnographic
issues in northwestern China such as religion and secularization,
ethnicity and modernity.

(3,2,1)

REL 3990 Selected Topics/Readings in
Religious Studies Today
The precise content of the course will be determined on the
basis of (1) the needs of the students, (2) availability of faculty,
and (3) consultation between the teaching faculty and Head of
Department. This is an advanced course. Students without
adequate background should consult the course instructor before
enrolment.

(3,2,1)

REL 7010 Graduate Seminar 3,3,0)
Each graduate student will be required to present and defend at
least one research paper during the semester. The teacher(s) may
also present lectures and/or lead discussions on topics relevant to
the students’ research topics. The exact course description, outline
content, assessment, teaching methods/approach to learning, and
references for this course will depend on the following factors: (1)
the number of graduate students enrolled in the seminar; (2) the
nature of their topics; and (3) the specialization(s) of the teacher (or
teachers, if it is team-taught).

REL 7020  Selected Masterpieces in Philosophy  (3,3,0)
An in-depth study of selected seminal work(s) of philosophy. The
course aims at enabling the students to appreciate the historical
significance of the work, to understand its role in the philosophical

tradition, to critically assess its major ideas and arguments, and to
explore its relevance to the contemporary world. The instructor(s)
of this course will set the pace, present lectures when deemed
necessary, design the topics for discussions and guide the students
to write their reports. Reports will be presented in seminars while
the instructor(s) and other students act as discussants.

REL 7030 Selected Masterpieces in Christian
Religion

An in-depth study of selected seminal work(s) of Christian
theology. The course aims at enabling the students to appreciate
the historical significance of the work, to understand its role in
the Christian tradition, to critically assess its major ideas and
arguments, and to explore its relevance to the contemporary
world. The instructor(s) of this course will set the pace, present
lectures when deemed necessary, design the topics for discussions
and guide the students to write their reports. Reports will be
presented in seminars while the instructor(s) and other students
act as discussants.

(3,3,0)

REL 7040  Selected Masterpieces in Chinese
Religions

An in-depth study of selected seminal work(s) in Chinese religions
(e.g. Buddhism, Daoism, Confucianism). The course aims at
enabling the students to appreciate the historical significance of
the work, to understand its role in the Chinese culture, to critically
assess its major ideas and arguments, and to explore its relevance
to the contemporary world. The instructor(s) of this course will
set the pace, present lectures when deemed necessary, design the
topics for discussions and guide the students to write their reports.
Reports will be presented in seminars while the instructor(s) and
other students act as discussants.

3,3,0)

REL 7050 Comparative Study of Religious
Masterpieces

An in-depth comparative study of a selected seminal work of
Christian theology and a selected seminal work in Chinese
religions (e.g. Buddhism, Daoism, Confucianism). Besides
enabling the students to appreciate the historical significance of
the works, to understand their roles in their religious traditions, to
critically assess their major ideas and arguments, and to explore
their relevance to the contemporary world, the course also
aims at a comparative study of the themes, modes of thinking,
symbols, etc. in these works from diverse religious traditions.
The instructor(s) of this course will set the pace, present lectures
when deemed necessary, design the topics for discussions and
guide the students to write their reports. Reports will be presented
in seminars while the instructor(s) and other students act as
discussants.

(3,3,0)

REL 7060 Advanced Required Readings (3,%,*
This course aims to (1) provide a tailor-made and guided reading
programme for research postgraduate students in specific areas
of religious studies or philosophy, and (2) induce students
to acquire in-depth understanding of their research area and
related disciplines. The supervisor and the student are required
to work out a reading list to cover the topics pertaining to the
student’s research area. The approved list will be submitted to the
department for record. The student might have to submit one or
more reading reports as seen fit by the supervisor.

R.P. 1010 Introduction to Philosophy
VBN

This course aims at providing an introduction to a selection of
major philosophical issues in the Western tradition. Emphasis
will be placed on showing how these issues can be relevant to our
modern day living. The views of representative philosophers on
such issues will also be introduced in the lectures. In addition,
the course will stress the continuity between these philosophers
and the connections between their respective solutions to the
problems under consideration. Students will be encouraged to

(3,2,1)
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think critically and yet deeply regarding these major philosophical
issues and the possible answers for them, learning to give their
own opinions and to form conclusions rationally.
ARE B RV B o S AT B - BRI
PR S BB UV HIRANR - LLoh - S e AR A AH R
T ER S AR L TR BRI © FRARI B SR P HLER A
HiUE S B e o R R R AR R -
R.P. 1020  Critical Thinking
HEHIE
This course aims to provide a basic introduction to the
methodology of critical thinking, in particular, the basic
methodology of the following areas: (1) the method of linguistic-
conceptual analysis; (2) fallacy; (3) the method of logic; and (4)
scientific method. Special attention will be given to the basic
concepts and principles of the above areas. Attention will be
given to the application of those concepts and principles as
well. The course, in particular, will show how to apply those
concepts and principles to problem solving, the construction of
sound arguments as well as the tackling of linguistic pitfalls and
fallacies by using both daily life and academic examples. Students
are encouraged to develop their own critical thinking skills by
applying the concepts and principles in question to issues and
problems that they encounter.
AR AR B TTEEL R T - SORHELL T PO EREERAS
BAEHR RS (—) FEBLMATHIRESE ik (=) SRR
(=) #eE 5% 5 fe (V9) BHERJIE - AR B AR 2
WELERFIEER L - BREAEITROESS - ReZItkH
[ - bR T S BRI RS R B R A
FFHISN » JRES R A RIS IR DS - 52 - K
BIAME BB et S - W EeRyEH] i -
HAERREE ~ SRHREE SRRE DU AR ARG T FE 2
JIH o B o AR E S e R SR
18 - DURSBR E CRYBEH BRI ESS -

(3,2,1)

R.P. 1030  Public Debating and the Art of
Thinking

Public debating is an art of persuasion. Debaters have to bring
together facts and arguments to a conclusion. More importantly,
they have to present their views in a clear and logical manner
so that the adjudicators, or even the audience, are persuaded to
accept that their conclusion is better reasoned. Critical thinking,
logic, rhetoric and the method of persuasion are all essential
elements of the art of debating. This course aims to provide a
basic introduction to critical thinking, including logico-linguistic
analysis, the detection of fallacies, deduction and induction, and
the methods and techniques of persuasion and debating. The
application of those principles, methods and techniques to public
debating is emphasized.

DNHRER SRR A 2 - BEFARRSEEAEE - SeREES
HifGE o SEEEAYE - BERZUSM K & Tl i R i FEES K am
3 DIEmERIRET IR R 52 A B R & B - 28l
BHAES @i~ BRI BIT » Fl Rl 3R -
AR B AET [T OATRER AT ~ FERREIAT AR £
By THEAESE o KRR ARG BT o AR HR R
B~ JREEEI AR EFIRIEE -

(3,2,1)

R.P. 1040  Religion and the Meaning of Life
FRENEEE

This course aims to help students to gain a basic understanding
of how people in different living religious traditions conceive
of the nature of life and manage shared existential problems.
Students will therefore be introduced to worldviews and religious
institutions found in Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity
and Islam. Selective studies of authoritative scriptures and those
describing rituals of worship, historical transmission of traditions
and contemporary problems within these traditions will allow
students to assess how religious advocates in various traditions
resolve problems of life.

AR H BER B EA B A A= B i - AR A
HIAVE BB S R A (AR - BRER T HEIEE 2 ~ RS ~ &
ERERN TR SRR BRI o SRR RS R R 2O

(3,2,1)

B~ S2FREE - R R R TR - FEiT R A BTG AN
BB R A LR A -
R.P. 1070  Religion, Psychology and Personal
Growth
SR DIUEELE N R
This course deals with issues relating to the interface between
religion and psychology. Relevant theories of a selection of
influential psychologists, such as Freud and Jung, will be
thoroughly examined, with special emphasis on their views of the
structure of human personality, the process of personal growth,
and the nature and significance of religion. This theoretical focus
will be balanced by an emphasis on practical issues, such as dream
interpretation, with a view towards assessing and promoting one’s
own personal growth.
ARRHE PRAE AL B B SR A AR - AR
EREE S B TR OB R MR B (AnPing DR
K)o ARG o SRR NSRS ~ AR K
FHAERIEEN: - BT EEREEE - SRR AR E R E MR
(AR ) DU BRI AR -

(3,2,1)

R.P. 1100  Biblical Wisdom for Human Life
PN R

This course introduces the Bible’s understanding of the meaning
of life from its various perspectives. Instead of forcing texts
into preconceived topics, it follows the structure of the Hebrew
Bible and the New Testament without assuming an exegetical
dependence of one upon the other. The diversity of views of
different biblical authors is taken positively and each is understood
against its own particular historical, religious, and cultural
background. Basic exegetical methods will be introduced.
Students are guided to appreciate, understand, and interpret texts
pertinent to the theme of Human Life.
ARHEHASA AR A TR EES - eI S ERAy
HORH B REA T IR Ry EE 8 - A BCE R & (A
BITERERALR - eI mAyH A R B SRS [F) (R B AR, - AEHE
SCREIRESE ~ SRENIALE SR L o ARHL ME AR AR RS
%0 G PEEELEARE - FEAGRR R B A A 1A BRI -

(3,2,1)

R.P. 1110  Christianity and Modern Life
BB BEBURAG

This course is a systematic examination of the relevance of
the Christian view to modern society. The basic tenets of the
Christian faith will first be introduced. Then different ideas and
thoughts concerning contemporary issues in politics, philosophy,
science and ethics will be brought up and compared with the
Christian worldview. The course ends with an examination
into value systems of modern man with the aim of challenging
students to make choices that reflect their quest for a life which is
worth living.

AR A E BB At SRR R AR - SRR & E L
IR EBE MO - Rk SRS EZ I8k
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(3,2,1)

R.P. 1120 Nature and Human Beings in
Chinese and Western Cultures
g SCIB i N B E SRR R

This course provides a comparative examination of the various
views on the relationship between nature and human beings found
in Western and Chinese cultures. Besides an exploration of the
similarities and differences of those views, the focus of discussion
will be on the fundamental ideas and the modes of thinking
employed, and how they have shaped the contemporary way of
life in terms of humans, the environment and the issues created
by their association. Current ecological debates such as the
significance of wilderness, animal rights, environmental policy-
making, and the duty to posterity will be addressed as well.
ARHEAEHPE LA R A B H SRR CRAY S TEEES - - f26t T
— I FEAR S SERIERGT © BR T RS Le B AR A R R ST
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(3,2,1)



